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and fill the world with justice, after being filled with
injustice.   They called him " Al-Mahdi al-Muntazar "
(the expected  Mahdi),   or   the    expected   Fatimite
because, according to them, he is one of the descen-
dants of Fatima.   This is a sort of limitation by the
Shiites of the general legend whose adherents not
only fashioned the prophecy in general, but some of
them claimed for it a certain precision.   They fixed
the seventh century of the Hijra for the appearance
of the Mahdi, indeed they fixed a certain year, 683 A.H.
When this age passed and the Mahdi did not appear,
some adherents said that that date was that of the birth
of the Mahdi not the date of his appearance.     Others
said that the Mahdi would appear in 743 A.H. and
all, in support of their prophecy, advanced doubtful
texts and concealed themselves behind obscure tokens
and signs which proved that they spoke with the
inspiration   of   a   secret doctrine.   The philosopher
Al-Kindi declared that the Mahdi would renew Islam,
produce justice and  conquer  Andalusia,  Rome  and
Constantinople,  and  rule the   world,   which   is   an
astonishing statement by a liberal-minded philosopher.1
Since the first ages of Islam the Shiites tried to
apply this legend in a practical manner.   Many of
their chiefs raised the standard of revolution in the days
of the Abbaside Caliphate in Hedjaz and Khorasan,
and assumed the title of Imam, and  some  of them
pretended to be the Mahdi.    But those chiefs who
appeared in the East were able  only to  provoke  a
number of local rebellions all of which were shattered
on the rock of the Abbaside Caliphate which was then
at the zenith of its power.   But the Shiites thought
at the end of the third century that the opportunity
had come to make a decisive stroke.   They raised the
Mahdi legend again as an arm in their hand, and tried
to make this experiment on this occasion far from
the East, in the deserts of North Africa and among
its tribes which were then in a state of comprehensive